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blemishes such as nailhead marks and board marks, but it will not
obliterate all the irregular marks between the boards. Whether
these latter marks can be removed or not depends on the care
which was expended on the construction of the formwork and on
the amount of rubbing which it is proposed to do.

A mortar paste will work up on the face of the concrete and it
should be removed by washing and brushing. If the concrete has
been well placed there will be no large cavities in the surface, but
there will be a number of small voids which should be filled with
mortar. A suitable mortar can be made with two parts by volume
of fine sand (taken from the supply used for making the concrete)
and one part of cement This mixture is worked into the face
with the carborundum blocks so that an even, regular face is
obtained. Care must be taken not to leave an appreciable thick-
ness of slurry or mortar on the face, as this would defeat the whole
object of the treatment. It should be realised that the idea of
rubbing is to remove excrescences, fill voids and partially expose
the aggregate (not cover it). Apart from not getting the desired
appearance, a coating of mortar will give trouble later by peeling
and cracking.

If this first rubbing is not done whilst the concrete is still green,
the labour will be increased. In such a case it may be necessary
to remove fins, etc., by chisels or bush hammers, following this
by the carborundum stones which can be helped by a cement
slurry over the whole of the surface (after thorough wetting). With
this delayed treatment it is even more important that a thickness
of slurry should not be left on the concrete.

A second rub is given when the concrete is several months old,
and is therefore quite hard. Carborundum blocks (No. 24 this time)
and water are used, and the paste should be removed by washing
and brushing, as before.

This finish is serviceable and comparatively cheap, but it must
be appreciated that it does not necessarily remove all board marks.

Grinding. Grinding, as already stated, can~be regarded simply
as intensified rubbing. Mechanical means are employed., and a
greater thickness of concrete is removed, so that in this method
all marks can be eliminated (assuming good formwork and good
concrete practice throughout the work).

Polishing. This is really an additional treatment for rubbed
or ground finishes, although, as mentioned above3 it is often taken
to mean grinding. A good finishing polish consists of equal parts
of beeswax and turpentine; Before using such a polish the surface